Influence of human immunodeficiency virus infection on treponemal serology, in patients who have been treated for syphilis.
Sera from 20 homosexual men who were infected with the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and had been treated previously for syphilis, were examined for cardiolipin and treponemal antibodies by the Venereal Diseases Research Laboratory (VDRL) test, and the Treponema pallidum haemagglutination assay (TPHA) and fluorescent treponemal antibody absorbed test. In only one case was probable reactivation of syphilis, as judged by rising titres in the VDRL test, noted.